
ate and has a caring heart 
for the Family Promise chil-

dren and their families. 

 
She brings a wealth of ex-

perience and expertise 
from her background in 

education, workforce coor-
dination, community rela-

tions, communication, 

grant writing, project direc-
tion and attention to detail.  

As Program Director, she 
will play a great part in 

moving Family Promise of 

Bryan-College Station for-
ward! 

 
DR. PHEBE IS A BLESSING 

TO FAMILY PROMISE AND 
THE HOMELESS CHILDREN  

Dr. Phebe Simmons was 
named Program  Director 

by the Family Promise 

Board of Directors June 21, 
2010.  She had been the 

part-time Case Manager 
since November 15, 2009, 

administering the Follow-
Up Program which tracks 

former guest families and 

their successes.  During 
that time she met with the 

former families to ensure 
their continued success.  

On May 12 she began serv-

ing as Interim Director.  
And after 5 weeks of step-

ping in and doing a terrific 
job, she was offered the 

Program Director position. 
 

Dr. Phebe is a life-long 

resident of Bryan/College 

Station and an A&M Con-
solidated High School  

alumna.  She earned her 

BA from Texas A&M in 
1996, M.Ed. from Prairie 

View A&M in 1998, and 
Ed.D. in June 2008 from 

University of Phoenix.  

She is an energetic, self-
motivated, highly organ-

ized, and dedicated profes-

sional.  She is compassion-

Did You Know? 
Did you know that there are over 337,000 homeless children in the state of 

Texas? That equates to about 1 in 5 children who are living in cars, at camp-

grounds, motels, shelters, etc. And did you know that this number does NOT in-

clude runaways?  

 

Did you know that we have over 500 homeless children in Bryan/College Sta-

tion? Since opening our doors in October 2008, FPBCS has assisted 19 families 

(including our three current families).  

 (cont’d on p. 2) 
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Pictured on left is 

day center 

volunteer chatting 

with one of our 

guest.  

Pictured on right is  

New volunteer 

training session. 

Dr. Phebe Simmons 

Program Director 

Did You Know (cont’d) 

From Dr. Phebe’s Desk... 
What a joy and privilege it is to work with our families here at Family Promise. Each day is an 

adventure and I wouldn’t trade it for the world. 

  

It’s so nice to work with such a great group of motivated, dedicated, and passionate coordina-

tors, volunteers, and board members. Everyone is just a delight…and I’m so very thankful for the 

opportunity to do what I was called to do...to simply serve. 

 

We have three beautiful, hard working, motivated families with us right now. From the day they 

entered our program, they have been doing what it takes to reach their goal of having their own 

place to call home. No matter how many times the car breaks down or the job is offered to some-

one else, they just keep going.  

  

Until you’ve been where these families are, you can only imagine what they go through. Some-

times we forget just how blessed we are...let’s work together to put an end to homelessness in our 

community and beyond. 

  

We’re truly blessed here at FPBCS, and it’s because of these and so many other blessings that I 

dare not complain…ever…for God is good all the time…and all the time, God is good!  

Of those 19 families, 43 kids and 27 adults have 

benefitted from our program and services.  

  

Contrary to popular belief, Family Promise is a 

much needed program in our community. Being one 

of two significant programs in the area for the 

homeless, there is much work to be done!  Let us continue giving our time, 

treasure, and talents to the families that need us most. 
  

Family 

Promise 

Guests  

Summer 

2010 

F A M I L Y  P R O M I S E  B C S  



Thank you, Mary Jane! 
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For the past 21 months, Mary Jane Alms has been inputting data from all the logs and sign-in sheets 

where volunteer hours are recorded.  She spends countless hours inputting all the hours that individu-

als contribute to the success of the Family Promise Program. These hours come from volunteer coordi-

nators, host church volunteers, buddy church volunteers, day center volunteer coordinator, day center 

volunteers, board members, and committee members! 

  

The thousands and thousands of hours that are graciously and lovingly given by individuals dedicated 

to the mission of providing safe and secure environments for the Brazos Valley homeless children and 

the families is well documented through the efforts of Mary Jane. 

  

The documentation is essential in verifying the community support for the Family Promise mission 

when we apply for grants and funding.  In the first 15 months of operation, over 18,000 volunteer 

hours were reported! 

  

If you volunteer any of your time to Family Promise, please record your hours and submit them to 

your Host or Buddy Church Coordinator, or turn them in at the Day Center office.  Your time and tal-

ent are of tremendous value to the Family Promise mission! 

  

Many thanks to all who volunteer their time and talent.  And a huge THANKS TO MARY JANE!  

The three current families in our program have been busy working 

towards their goals.  In the last 90 days; one father has completed 

a training program, a mother has gotten a new job and a pay raise; 

another mother has returned to school to work on her AA Degree 

via online classes; and the two fathers in the program have joined 

forces to start a lawn care, tree removal, painting and drywall 

business. The teenagers have helped out by not only making the 

flyer for the business, but by working alongside their fathers on 

the jobs to earn money for school clothes.  
 

 
 
GED tutoring is of-
fered each week at 
the host church for 
guests preparing for 
the GED test.  
 
The volunteers have 
given even more of 
their time to make 
sure study sessions 
are provided for our 
guests. 

new case manager. She 

has B.S. and M.S. degrees 

from Texas A&M Univer-

sity and comes with prior 

case management experi-

ence.  

 

Ms. Swain has worked 

with clients in her previous 

positions at Health for All, 

Project Unity, Family Out-

reach, and MHMR, assisting 

them with educational and 

career goals, parenting edu-

cation, job search skills, in-

dependent living skills, and 

community resources refer-

rals. 

Ms. Shavon Swain 

 

Family Promise of Bryan 

College Station welcomes 

Ms. Shavon Swain as the 

 FPBCS Welcomes New Case Manager 

Families on the Move 

GED Tutoring 

When you look 

at your life, 

the greatest 

happinesses 

are family 

happinesses. 

 

Joyce Brothers 

Artwork by youth displayed 
on wall at day center 
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You don’t choose 

your family. They 

are God’s gift to 

you, as you are to 

them. 

 

Desmond Tutu 

S’mores for dessert 

at A&M United 

Methodist Church  

Why They Do What They Do... 
Marilyn Egger has served as the 

Board President of Family Prom-

ise BCS since November 2008. 

She believes it’s our calling as 

Christians to help families in need.  

 

Marilyn volunteered for the first 

shift of the day (7-10 am). She 

remembers the first day families 

arrived. “The van arrived at 7:00 

am on October 6, 2008. Three 
families (14 people) were sitting 

at the entrance.  Everyone was 

sitting on the floor because there 

was no furniture yet. They were 

eating their lunch because they 

didn’t know when they were 

going to get another meal. That 

was my reality check to the mis-

sion of Family Promise. 

 

I have six grandchildren…if they 

were ever in this type of situation 

(when I’m dead and gone), I 

would hope that someone 

would help them out. My entire 

family has always been serviced 

oriented, so it’s what I do. I 

believe that children should be 

exposed to serviced oriented 

opportunities to help others. 

That’s what is so great about 

May’s Business school...they’re 

required to do service.” 
 

Marilyn’s vision for Family Prom-

ise BCS is to purchase a home 

or property to build a new day 

center, giving families more 

space and private rooms. Addi-

tional facilities for personal hy-

giene and a yard for the children 

to play. 

 

 Also that we would have 

enough host churches that we 

could possible take more fami-

lies in. Our need is for host 

churches. 

 

Long term vision is to have an 

executive director and direc-

tors for additional networks.  

 

“We are a community of 

150,000 people. If all churches 

were involved, we would be 

able to support two networks 

without a problem.” 
 

Marilyn is thankful for our dedi-

cated board members and vol-

unteer coordinators who make 

the engine run!  

Marilyn is most appreciative of 

the hundreds of volunteers who 

have given up their time and are 

so receptive to the needs of 

families.  

 

Marilyn Egger is a member of 

Peace Lutheran Church, a Family 

Promise Host Church 

 

Marilyn Snell is the volunteer coordinator at Our Saviour’s Lutheran 

Church. She has been with Family Promise since the community was ap-

proached with the information noting a need in the community for the Fam-

ily Promise Program. 

  

Marilyn initially served as recorder-secretary and keeper of all information 

from Family Promise planning meetings.  She currently serves as Volunteer 

Coordinator for Our Saviour's Lutheran Church.  (cont’d on p. 5) 
Marilyn playing a game with the kids 
after dinner 

Andrew Persyn is a day center volunteer. He has been with Family Promise since the Fall of 2008. He sees 

himself as a public front line for Family Promise, answering phone calls, directing questions, and playing with 

the children (he once served as a “tree” for a former three-year-old guest who enjoyed climbing up to say 

hello). 

 

Andrew’s wife was interested in homeless ministries and was the one who first shared Family Promise with 

him. He felt that helping out at the day center would allow him to volunteer on a more frequent basis than just 

during the host week at his church. 

  

Andrew believes that Family Promise takes ministry a step beyond just giving 
money. “You actually know that you’re going to help someone move into a 

better life, and it’s a safe way to do that. The program put forth by FP for 

homeless families is nearly exactly the same program that I would design my-

self for homeless families…in other words, I’ve seen almost no flaws with the 

strategy used by Family Promise.” 

 
Andrew Persyn is a member of Christ United Methodist Church, a Family Promise Host Church 

 
Andrew and Guest, Skylar 

In time of 

test, family is 

best. 

 

Burmese 

Proverb 

F A M I L Y  P R O M I S E  B C S  



Why They Do What They Do… (cont’d) 
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(cont’d from p. 4) 

 

Marilyn got involved with Family 

Promise because she “can't imagine 

being displaced, but know it could 

happen to anyone, anytime, any 

place.  There is a need in the B/CS 

community”. 

 

What she enjoys most is giving 

hugs, interacting with the families, 

providing home-cooked meals, and 

just letting them know that some-

one does value them and cares. 

 

Marilyn believes that Family Prom-

ise offers a proven system, direc-

tion, encouragement, and 

hope…”it’s a program that brings 

our community churches together 

for the common good.” 

  

Marilyn Snell is a member of Our 

Saviour’s Lutheran Church, a Family 

Promise Host Church 

 

**************************** 
 

 

At First Church-CS, it is my responsibil-

ity to oversee that everything is ready 

to welcome FP guests when they ar-

rive. As a matter-of-fact, it was a bit 

overwhelming preparing for the very 

first Rotation. First Church-CS is 

a small church with a small member-

ship, but the members have such BIG 

HEARTS.  At the beginning of this 

program, even I questioned if First 
Church would be able to do 

this. Immediately, the doubt was 

erased when some creative and ener-

getic volunteers began planning how 

to section off our sanctuary allowing 

ample space to accommodate 14 

guests comfortably. First Church 

opened its doors October 19, 2008, to 

13 FP guests. When only 2-families 

are in the program it has become 

more convenient to set up in the Nurs-

ery and Lab rooms.  The First Church 

Family believes we can do all things 

through Christ who strengthens us.   

Beginning with the 2010 rotations, 

there have been great changes for the 

better. More volunteers have been 

recruited from the “Powered Singles 

on Pursuit.”  This group of singles is 

doing a magnificent job in covering 

areas from preparing meals – staying 

overnight and driving in the AM.  It is 

no longer necessary for me to be at 

the church every day. Parents are 

bringing their youth and children to 

fellowship/socialize with our guest 

children. Wendi Peterson is the influ-

ential force behind all of the new 

volunteers.  This group was a much 

needed unit, in that, some of the re-

sponsibilities were lifted from many of 

the original volunteers who have been 

there for every host week since we 

became involved in Family Program. 

 

I enjoy most being able to provide a 

safe space for families to stay to-

gether; to see them  reach goals 
they’ve  set for themselves to regain  

their independence.  

 

I am proud to be a part of this won-

derful ministry and I wish it was some 

way that we could get the idea over to 

other churches that becoming a host 

church is relatively easy.   If your 

church can’t host families, connect 

with another church and do what you 

can or volunteer on your own.  

 

There is something that everybody can 

do. Once you become a part of this 

experience, you will wonder why it 

took you so long!   

First Church volunteers reading to kids 

Annie Williams is the Volunteer 

Coordinator at First United Meth-

odist Church in College Station, 

Texas. She reflects on how she got 

involved with Family Promise: 

  

At the point when I was introduced to 

Family Promise it was still in the plan-

ning stages.  My Pastor then, Kenneth 

Green, asked me to meet with Ann 

Park and Sara Loeppert to see if this 
would be a ministry the church would 

consider as an outreach ministry.   

 

After this initial meeting at Hastings in 

College Station in the summer of 

2007, First Church officially became a 

host church in August `07.  I can 

recall there being only  4-5 churches 

involved including First Church-CS at 

the time.  

 

I serve as the Volunteer Coordinator 

for First Church-CS and a volunteer for 

the Day Facility.  Initially, volunteering 

at the Day Facility had become an 

everyday event.  I had to laugh at 

myself when I realized that most of 

my time was spent at 1806 Wilde 

Oak Circle during that first 

year.  The 2-5:15 time slot and my 

work schedule fit perfectly allowing me 

the time to spend at the Day Center. 

No, I am not there as much as in the 

past. But I will continue to be a volun-

teer at the Day facility.  

 

Family life is a 

bit like a runny 

peach pie—

not perfect but 

who’s 

complaining. 

 

Robert Brault 

The family 

is a haven 

in a 

heartless 

world. 

 

Christopher 

Lasch 
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A&M Church of Christ 
A&M United Methodist Church 
A&M United Methodist Church, Doers Class 
A&M United Church, United Methodist Women 
Almes, Guy and Mary Jane 
Alum, Phil and Peggy 
B. Don and Becky Russell Charitable Foundation 
Beall, Sue 
Belter, Karen and Stagner, Brian 
Betz, Anthony 
Blue Baker’s 
Bodden, Jack and Marie 
Bonds, James 
Bowen, Susan 
Boyle, David and Anne 
Brewer, Jerry and Beth 
Brown, Jeff and Ginny 
Case, John and Laura 
Charleton, Gene and Maggie 
Chester, David and Diane 
Childers, Terry and Essie 
Choate, Loretta 
Christ United Methodist Church, Christian College Class 
Christ United Methodist Church, Faith and Deeds Sunday School Class 
Christ United Methodist Church, Red Letter Edition Sunday School Class 
Christ United Methodist Church, Salt and Light Bookstore 
Community Church of BCS, Fogle Com-Group 
Coppedge, James and Betty 
Cox, Emily 
Dickey, Nancy W. 
Dickson, Don 
Dixon, Mary Lenn 
Double Dave’s & Copy Corner 
Dunce, Dean 
Ed’s Auto Sales 
Egger, Larry and Marilyn 
Eggleston, Sara 
Extension Service Club 
Fackler, John and Naomi 
Fikes, Jason 
First United Methodist Church 
First United Methodist Church, Adult Bible Study Class 
First United Methodist Church, Neighborly Sunday School Class 
Fogle, Ken 
Ford, Lewis 
Garner, Julianne 
Guido, John and Judy 
Ham, Joe S. 
Hazen, Ted 
Heffington, Warren and Donna 
Higgins, Laura 
Hocheim Prairie Insurance, Branch #219 
Hodges, Larry 
Hromas, Darren 
Hughes, Victoria 
Hull, James B. 

(cont’d next page) 

 

CLUB 274 DONORS  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 
 

 

2010 HOST CONGREGATIONS 
Host Churches provide the facilities and volunteers for 

one week on a rotating basis with other churches in the 

Network.  

 

A&M Church of Christ  
Bruce and Laurel Lancaster, Volunteer Coordinators  

 

A&M United Methodist Church  
Linda Marr, Volunteer Coordinator  

 

Christ United Methodist Church  
Anne Boyle & Debra Maggs, Volunteer Coordinators  

 

First Baptist Church, College Station  
Aren Murray, Volunteer Coordinator  

 

First United Methodist Church, Bryan  
Debbie Eller, Volunteer Coordinator  

 

First United Methodist Church, College Station  
Annie Williams, Volunteer Coordinator  

 

Friends Congregational Church  
Linda Coats & Anne Wehrly, Volunteer Coordinators  

 

Our Saviour's Lutheran Church  
Marilyn Snell, Volunteer Coordinator  

 

Peace Lutheran Church  
Bari Creager, Volunteer Coordinator  

 

 

2010 BUDDY CHURCHES 
Buddy Churches partner with a network church to 

provide either facilities and/or volunteers for one week 

on a rotating basis with other churches in the Net-

work.  

Allen Chapel AME  

Bethel Lutheran Church  

Christ Holy Baptist Church  

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter -day Saints  

(College Station Second Ward)  

Community Church of Bryan -College Station  

Faith United Church of Christ  

Holy Cross Lutheran  

St. Francis Episcopal Church  

St. Lukeõs Methodist Church  

Zion Church of Kurten  
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CLUB 274 DONORS  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

Jahn, Kristen 
Jennico Holdings LLC & Classic Cuts 
Jones, Jim and Diane 
Jones, Ross 
Kamphoefner, Walter and Anja Schwalen 
Keelan, Richard 
Kilpatrick, Robert and Shirley 
Kirkpatrick, Kenton 
Kitching, Jennie 
Kothmann, Mort 
Ladewig, Don 
Lancaster, Bruce 
LaStrapes, Kevin 
Lawson, Hank 
Lilley, Edwin E. and Janie 
Locke, Jim 
Maggs, Jim and Debra 
Mahaffey, Charles 
Martin, Ken 
Matthews, P.D. and Gwen 
McGlothlin, Rodney 
Miles, Bruce 
Miller, Earl and Lucille 
Montgomery, Don 
Munion, Betty 
Oakes, Dave and Debra 
Park, David and Shelley 
Park, Jerry and Ann 
Parker, Steve 
Peace Lutheran Church 
Peace Lutheran Church Two or More Bible Study 
Perkins, Brian    
Persyn, Andrew and Nancy 
Pruitt, Buzz and Katy 
Rape’, Clay and Stacy 
Ruch, Carl 
Ruth, Kathy 
Savage, Gene 
Schneider, Pamela G. 
Scot, Tim 
Searcy, Stephen and Nancy 
Shafer, Carl and Peggy 
Shin, Glen 
Slack, Doug and Charlotte 
Smith, Elaine 
Smith, Elvin and Irma 
Snell, Marilyn 
Snyder, Eric B. 
Snyder, Linda and Doug 
St. Andrews Episcopal Church Women 
Stephenson, Ellen 
Stylecraft Builders, Inc. 
Tackett, Martha 
The Abe Littenburg Foundation, Inc. 
 

Thompson, Jr., James 
Turner, Shawn and Anne 
Wacasey, Dana 
Walker, John 
Ward, Joe and Mari 
Ward, Rachel 
Wessels, JC and Margaret 
Wickman, Wayne 
Wilcox, Karen 
Wiley, Rae 
Wilson, Jim and Phyllis 
Wood, Gene 

Club 274  
Please consider donating $274 to Family  

Promise ñthis is the cost of one day of opera-
tions. Without money to operate, we cannot 

serve our families and children!  

 

Join Family Promise of B -CS  
for a fabulous evening of wine, 

food, and jazz!  

 
Thursday, September 9, 2010  

6:30 -  9:30 p.m.  
 

Brazos Center,  
3232 Briarcrest Drive, Bryan  

 The evening will feature wine tasting, appetizers,  

a silent auction, raffle items, a live jazz band, and        
opportunities to learn more about Family Promise.  

 
Tickets: $50 each  
Table for 8: $350  

 

Attire: Business Casual  
 

Silver Sponsors: $500 -  $749 (4 tickets)  
Gold Sponsors: $750 -  $999 (6 tickets)  

Platinum Sponsors: $1000 and up  
(reserved table for 8)  

 

Ticket information:  
(979) 268 -4309   

 
familypromisebcsadmin@gmail.com  

Mark Your Calendar! 

V O L U M E  3 ,  I S S U E  1  

mailto:familypromisebcsadmin@gmail.com


Ceremonial ñfirst pitchò by representatives 

of charitable organizations 

 

 

Josiah pitched for Family Promise B-CS 

Families arriving for game 

 

 

 

Sunday night hosts 

Christ United Methodist Church 

Zackrie and Cookie Monster 

 

 

 

Skylar cooling off with a cold drink 

 

1806 Wilde Oak Circle 

Bryan, TX 77802 

 

P.O. Box Box 11232 

College Station, TX 77842-1232 

Phone: 979-268-4309 

E-mail: familypromisebcs@gmail.com 

Bryan-College Station 

Take Me Out to the Ball Game... 
Brazos Valley Bombers Baseball GameðAugust 1, 2010 

A community response for Homeless 

Families 

www.familypromisebcs.org 

 2010 Family Promise Board  

 

Marilyn Egger, President 

Linda Snyder, Vice President 

Lewis Ford, Treasurer 

Mari Ward, Secretary 

Hank Lawson 

Bill Thompson 

Jason Fikes 

Ken Fogle 

Judge Jim Locke 

Emily Cox 
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Family Promise of Bryan-College Station is an area-wide, 

volunteer-based nonprofit organization that supports fami-

lies by providing shelter, meals, and support services to 

homeless families. The program is affiliated with the nation

-wide Family Promise in Summit, New Jersey. 

 

www.familypromise.org 


