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Aimee Myers,
Network Director

From the Heart of a

Guest...

Family Promise has been
like a second family to us—
the love we have been
shown, the concern, the
compassion... I've also
learned something—having
a home church is important
because that’s where love,

true love comes from, from

God’s people...

HOSPITA

From Aimee’s Desk

And | thought September was
busy! Boy, did things change
when we began hosting families!
After having been through a full
rotation and starting the 2nd
one, we feel like old pros,; but |
know we will continue to im-
prove and to grow.

The name of the game the past
few months has been flexibility
and creativity! We have found
ways to move beds without
having our own trailer and van,
how to keep 10 kids busy at the
same time in small and large
spaces, how to deal with leaking
showers, buses not showing up,

The Hidden

The following information
is paraphrased from a book
by Dr. Ruby K. Payne, A
Framework for Under-
standing and Working with
Students and Adults from

Poverty.

Dr. Payne suggests that
there are major differences
between generational pov-
erty (3rd generation pov-
erty), middle class, and the
wealthy, and they have to
do with the hidden rules of
each class. The key to suc-
cess for a person to move

from poverty to another
class is to know the hidden
rules of that class. For a
person to work successfully
with someone from a dif-
ferent socioeconomic class,
one must know the hidden
rules of the different classes

LITY

you name it! And I'm sure
there’s more to come.

| am so thankful for all our vol-
unteers who help to operate
this ministry. There is no way |
could do this myself and I'm
reminded of that on a daily basis
when 3 volunteers show up at
the day center to work with
me, when 2 van drivers drive
the families to and from the
host church, and when | leave
the building at 5:15 and feel
comforted, knowing that there
are 3-4 volunteers feeding our
guests a warm meal. When |
am tucking my children into bed

at night, | am calm, knowing that
an overnight host is ensuring
every one of our guests is safe
and warm.

| have also been blessed to
interact with some amazing
leaders. One in particular al-
ways reminds me, “There is
ALWAYS a way—we just have
to find it!”. Ann Park, our pre-
vious Board President has been
the one motivating us to find
the way... We will certainly
miss her, but her lessons have
taught us well. We know we
can ALWAYS find a way, we
just have to look for it!

Rules of Poverty

and must be willing and
able to teach those hidden
rules.

Money and Relation-
ships—In generational pov-
erty, money is to be used
and spent—why? Because
it’s not reliable, it will slip
through one’s hands in a
second, use it while you
have it because it will be
gone tomorrow... An-
other point here—in gen-
erational poverty, it is com-
mon for extra money such
as gifts, bonuses, winning
the lottery, to be spent by
giving to family and friends.
This is because in poverty,
relationships are your sur-
vival, not money. If you do
not give money when you
have it to those who ask
for it, then when you need

money for your survival (or
favors such as rides), you
will not receive and you
will be discarded from the
social circle...

Food—Quantity is more
important than quality, as
opposed to the middle class
rule of quality being most
important, and the wealthy
class rule that presentation
of food is the most impor-
tant. In poverty, food is
equated with love. At the
end of the day, all you have
is people and how you
show people you love them
is with food (so they can
continue to live).

Entertainment—
entertainment is about es-
cape and escape is highly
valued in poverty.
Continued p. 4
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Reilections on host week continued from pg 1

I wondered if | too would have
such an experience. By day
three, | knew | would. | had
the privilege of hearing the life

story of one of the guest

moms. She is an amazing
woman, struggling through
extremely difficult circum-
stances. As she and | visited,
she asked about my family, my
life. She asked, ‘“Why | would
spend every night up at church
with her? Why would so many
people that didn’t even know
her care?”’ The answer is

easy.

Matthew 25:40 “The King

will reply, ‘I tell you the truth,
whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers of
mine, you did for me.”” And |
know that we all got to “be
Jesus” for somebody this

week.

2nd Annual Comifort Food Cook-off!

Family Promise will host its 2nd
Annual Comfort Food Cook-off on
January 23rd, 2009, from 5:30 PM—
8:00 PM, at First United Methodist
Church in Bryan. Comfort food, a
silent auction, and Blue Grass and
South American music are some of
the highlights.

Marilyn Snell, who was part of the
team that headed up the first annual
cook-off said, “Food is such a part
of our lives. Food fuels the body and
diminishes hunger. We rally around
food to celebrate life as well as to
remember cherished relatives and
friends. Comfort food in particular

conjures memories of Mom's home
cookin'. One of last year's attendees
confided that 'these chicken and
dumplings taste just like my
Momma's!””. Marilyn’s cooking
team won last year’s Critic’s Choice
and is excited to be back to defend
its title this year.

Get involved by participating on a
cooking team, entering a dessert, or
by voting for your favorite cook-off
team. Tickets can be purchased at
your church office, from your volun-
teer coordinator, from board mem-
bers and from the day center. Tick-
ets are $20.

A word from a Volunteer.... Eric Barton

The local Family Promise organization
has gained my support as a volunteer,
because I believe in the mission to help
homeless families be restored to self suffi-
ciency. I also believe that Jesus Christ
has commissioned the local Christian
churches to assist families that have lost

hope, to help them find it again, in

whatever manner of service each individ-

lacking.

ual of the local church is equipped to pro-
vide. My area of service is that I take my
knowledge of all the years of being in con-
struction, and apply it to the renovation of
the day center. My heart is willing, but my
body, after being out of the construction
field work for about ten years, is VERY

I would encourage anyone willing to partici-
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THANK YOU!
Businesses and
Organizations

Atmos Energy
PEO Chapter FZ
The District
TAMU Transportation
Club 274
Ed’s Auto Sales
Jerry Brewer
John and Laura Case
Marilyn Snell
Dean and Virginia
Duncan
Elaine Smith
Glinn and Alice Shinn
Eric, Natalie, and Linda
Snyder
Donna and Warren
Hefflington
Debra and Dave Oaks
Individuals

Bob Palmore

pate, regardless of your gifts and talents,
to join with such a worthy cause. We all
can help these families find fiope in tomor-
row, the promise of a future, and the res-
toration of their dignity as a family

unit. We're all one family of God carrying
one another's burdens....that's what life is

about...at least the life that Christ has

called each of us to live.
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Family Promise of Bryan-College Station is an area-

wide, volunteer-based nonprofit organization that

supports families by providing shelter, meals, and

support services to homeless families. The program

is affiliated with the nation-wide Family Promise in

Summit, New Jersey. Www.familypromise.org

Family Promise Bryan-College Station

1806 Wilde Oak Circle

Bryan, Tx

P.O. Box 11232

College Station, Tx 77842-1232
Phone: 979-268-4309

E-mail: familypromisebcs@gmail.com

A community response for Homeless

Families

Board of Trustees

Marilyn Egger, President

Linda Snyder, Secretary

Lewis Ford, Treasurer

Terry Childers

Ken Fogle

Judge Jim Locke
Rodney McGlothlin
Mari Ward
Vic Reid

Www.familypromise
bcs.cfsites.org

The Hidden Rules continued...

Personality in poverty is for en-
tertainment, so a sense of humor
is highly valued—being the loud-
est, funniest, is the best way to
get attention.

Clothing—the value of clothing
fits in the value of personality and
entertainment. Clothing is
viewed as a way of expressing
individual style and personality.
And therefore, emphasis is placed
on spending money on clothing,
since personality and social inter-
actions are of utmost importance.

Education—education is valued
and revered as an abstract, but

not as a reality. Those from gen-
erational poverty do not see it as
a realistic way out poverty. Edu-
cation does not help families sur-

vive immediately and therefore
there is not much action taken
regarding education. Not only
that, but most parents in genera-
tional poverty do not have the

abilities to assist their children
with homework and projects
because the material surpasses
material they achieved in school.
They also often don’t have the
practical tools or resources such
as paper, pens and pencils, calcu-

lators, scissors, glue. These are
not items that are readily avail-
able in the household of the gen-
erationally poor . The culture of
schools encompasses the hidden
rules of the middle class and low-
income students may not have
the skills to survive simply be-
cause of lack of knowledge of the
rules. Examples are in disci-
pline—schools and society re-
quire eye contact and quiet listen-
ing when being reprimanded. In
generational poverty, you cannot
survive using that tactic. You
have to learn to respond with
aggression for protection. There-
fore, low-income students have
to learn both ways to respond
and switch from one to the other
depending on the context.



